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the defenders of the crown, and expounding the true meaning of their writings to the people.
The new Assembly was now chosen, and preparatory to their meeting, the popular writers addressed them in their usual style of boldness; reminding them of the grievances of the people, and the duty of their representatives to adhere with firmness against the coercive measures of the Minister. The House, on assembling, addressed petitions to the Parliament, and claimed exemption from the authority of the crown, exercised in any other form than that of prorogation. The appeals of the citizens were not without effect on the Assembly, and were responded to, by the greater part of the community with much patriotism. The merchants and traders, resorted to the same artillery which had proved so formidable, in compelling the repeal of the Stamp Act. They renewed, in its fullest extent,-the non-importation league of 1765, and the tradesmen of the city, gave ardent and active cooperation, with the importers and dealers. They engaged not to purchase any articles of a foreign importation whatever, and to discourage others from buying of those who should infringe the patriotic league.
Gen. Gage, the commander-in-chief of the forces, had continued to hold his head quarters in New York. He had recently returned from a tour of inspection and observation in Pennsylvania and New Jersey; and, with all his staff, pre-. pared to visit the eastern colonies upon the same mission* Upo|i his arrival at Boston, he was received with marked respect. The conciliatory course pursued by that gentleman in New York, three years before, was remembered to his advantage; and in the addresses which were made to him, he was assured of the high respect of the citizens for him, and of their great regard for the mother country. The General received their expressions of respect and zeal with com-plaisancy; and the public were soon afterwards informed of the expected arrival of two regiments from Halifax, despatched for their especial benefit